ARGENTINA - ARGENTINA IN DEPTH
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INTRODUCTION

Argentina

Explore Argentina thoroughly with this comprehensive 15 day itinerary. Start with a few
days in Argentina's cosmopolitan and European capital of Buenos Aires. Then travel south
to the small Patagonian town of El Calafate where you will explore the spectacular Perito
Moreno Glacier. After El Calafate you'll move to northern Patagonia where you will explore
the Bariloche lakes district - called the Switzerland of Latin America for it's chalets,
dramatic scenery and of course excellent chocolate! From Bariloche you head to the far
north of Argentina to explore Salta - with it's colourful desert landscapes and fantastic
wines it's a complete contrast to Patagonia. Finally you will take a short ﬂight to Iguacu
Falls where you will get to explore one of the world's great waterfalls.

ITINERARY
DAY 1: Arrival transfer in Buenos Aires
On arrival, please make your way through to the
Arrivals Hall where our representative will be
waiting for you to transfer you to your hotel. This
service includes a driver and local English
speaking guide, who will provide you with any
useful information needed for your stay. He/she
will be holding a sign with your name on it. Should
you not be able to locate them, please refer to the
front of your itinerary for emergency contact
details of our representative oﬃce.
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DAY 1: Buenos Aires

TRIP CODE

Buenos Aires, Argentina’s elegant, historic and
cosmopolitan capital, is known as the “Paris of the
South” due to its European atmosphere with
glamorous avenues lined with fashionable shops
and Parisian-style restaurants and cafes. Located
on the western shore of the estuary of the Río de
la Plata, Buenos Aires has many fascinating
neighbourhoods to explore including the colourful
and lively La Boca, home to art galleries and tango
shows; San Telmo with its restored mansions and
antique stores and Recoleta, the city’s most
exclusive area.

DAY 2: Highlights of Buenos Aires City Tour
You will be collected from your hotel for your
three-hour tour visiting the most important
highlights of the city of Buenos Aires. Discover the
history of the Plaza de Mayo Square, the site of
Argentina’s most important historical events - see
its surroundings and the most emblematic
buildings and learn all about them. Then enjoy
Mayo Avenue and wonder in awe at the oldest
residential neighbourhood in Buenos Aires: San
Telmo. Live and feel the original Tango in the
neighbourhood of La Boca: walk along Caminito
Street and enjoy the Dancers and souvenir shops.
See the mythical Boca Juniors soccer stadium.
Contemplate the modernization of the city whilst
traveling along Puerto Madero and its exclusive
docks, full of excellent restaurants and large
oﬃces. Pass through the Retiro neighbourhood
and move on to see Palermo and its most
exclusive residential area before ﬁnally arriving at
Recoleta. Here, discover the ﬁnal resting place of
Eva Peron, “Evita” and wander through Recoleta
Cemetery where she is to be found. On completion
of your tour, you will be taken to your hotel.
Please note this is a small group tour.
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DAY 3: El Querandi Tango Show & Dinner
This evening you will be collected from your hotel
to experience a Tango Show with dinner. This is an
intimate & passionate tango show, housed in a
cozy wood-panelled 19th century building with a
colourful history as a meeting point for poets and
students in the heart of Buenos Aires's historic
centre. After being abandoned in the late 1970s,
the bar was restored and reopened in 1992 as El
Querandí Tango Hall. The show is directed by
Claudio Campos, with musical arrangements by
Ado Falasca, and it smoothly charts the history of
Argentina's most authentic artistic expression
from its origins to the modern day. The dinner is
better than many, and at just over an hour long,
the show is the perfect length. The three house
singers, six dancers and four musicians put on a
great show. Dinner will be served from 8.30pm
followed by the show commencing at 10.00pm.
Please note timings are subject to change and will
be conﬁrmed directly to you. On completion of the
show, you will be taken to your hotel. Please note
this is a small group tour.
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DAY 4: Transfer to the airport for onward
destination
You will be collected from your hotel at the
appropriate time and transferred to the airport for
your onward ﬂight. This service includes a driver
only.

DAY 4: Arrival transfer in El Calafate
On arrival, please make your way through to the
Arrivals Hall where our representative will be
waiting for you to transfer you to your hotel.
He/she will be holding a sign with your name on it.
Should you not be able to locate them, please
refer to the front of your itinerary for emergency
contact details of our representative oﬃce.
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DAY 4: El Calafate

TRIP CODE

El Calafate ﬂanks the southern shore of Lago
Argentino in the southwest part of Argentina’s
Santa Cruz Province. The town is near the edge of
the Southern Patagonian Ice Field and one of the
gateways to World Heritage Listed Parque
Nacional Los Glaciers. The name El Calafate is
derived from the calafate plant common in
Patagonia. The town’s main street, Avenida del
Libertador General San Martín, is lined with
restaurants, cafes, chocolate shops and souvenir
shops.

DAY 5: Perito Moreno with South Wall Cruise
This morning you will be collected from your hotel
to venture into Los Glaciares National Park to see
the world famous Perito Moreno Glacier. The
glacier is more than two miles wide and averages
74m in height above the surface of the water of
Lake Argentino. It is one of the very few glaciers in
the world that continues to advance and if you are
lucky you may see the glacier calving as large
masses of ice break away from the glacier and
collapse into the water. Enroute to the glacier,
stop at the pier for a short boat trip to the south
wall of the glacier. From the water level you get a
feel for the size of this remarkable glacier - a true
highlight of Patagonia. Reaching the Icebergs
Channel, the boat will stop at a safe distance from
the glacier, continuing to sail down all its front,
allowing a spectacular view of the high wall of ice.
On completion of the tour you will be taken to
your hotel. Please note this is a small group tour
and the entrance fee to the National Park and a
Boarding Tax must be paid locally in Argentinean
Pesos (approx. USD $25).
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DAY 6: Rios de Hielo Glacier Boat Trip
Early this morning you will be collected from your
hotel to navigate Lake Argentino and see the
Upsala and Spegazzini Glaciers. On arrival at the
pier and after a safety brieﬁng, cruise northwest
along the northern arm of Lake Argentino towards
the Upsala Canal, where there is a spectacular
wall of ice and fantastic panoramic views of the
Upsala Glacier. Then the boat turns south down
the Spegazzini Canal, from where the Seco Glacier
can be seen enroute to the Spegazzini Glacier, the
highest in the Glacier National Park. Return to the
pier at Puerto Bandera and once you disembark,
you will be taken to your hotel. Please note this is
small group tour with a box lunch and entrance
fee to the National Park is included.
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DAY 7: Transfer to the airport for onward
destination
You will be collected from your hotel at the
appropriate time and transferred to the airport for
your onward ﬂight.

DAY 7: Arrival transfer in Bariloche
On arrival, please make your way through to the
Arrivals Hall where our representative will be
waiting for you to transfer you to your hotel.
He/she will be holding a sign with your name on it.
Should you not be able to locate them, please
refer to the front of your itinerary for emergency
contact details of our representative oﬃce.

DAY 7: Bariloche
San Carlos de Bariloche lies on the southern
shores of Lake Nahuel Huapi in the foothills of the
Andes surrounded by mountains and forests. Its
location is stunning, surrounded by the Nahuel
Huapi National Park, the oldest National Park in
Argentina. With its Alpine-styled architecture, its
picturesque lakeside setting overlooked by
mountains and forests as well as numerous
boutique chocolate shops and St. Bernard dogs,
the city has a Swiss-like atmosphere.
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DAY 8: Llao Llao Peninsula & Chairlift
ARTSAID
This afternoon you will be collected from your
hotel for the short circuit tour of the town. Leave
the city behind to take in the breath taking views
oﬀered by Llao Llao Peninsula’s short circuit tour.
Home to a number of protected species as well as
the iconic Llao Llao Hotel, the peninsula is nothing
short of spectacular. We begin on the southern
shore of the famous Lake Nahuel Huapi before
heading to Mt Campanario where we take a 10minute chairlift ride to the top of the mountain.
Enjoy incredible views of the surrounding area.
Please note this is a small group tour. Ticket for
chairlift is included.
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DAY 9: Puerto Blest & Los Cantaros Falls Cruise
This morning you will be collected from your hotel
for your full day visit to Puerto Blest & Los
Cantaros Falls. Boarding the boat at Puerto
Pañuelo, you will sail to Puerto Blest - the most
important Nahuel Huapi inlet. Next, after entering
the Centinela islet where Perito Moreno’s grave is
located, you will arrive at the magniﬁcent Los
Cantaros waterfall. You will walk along a steep
path through the thick vegetation of the Valdivian
forest in order to reach the origin of the waterfalls,
the Los Cantaros Lake, and a 1500-year-old larch
tree native to the area. After returning to the boat,
you will sail back toward Puerto Blest and will have
the option to cruise the Frias River which is
famous for its green glacial water. On completion
of your cruise, you will be taken to your hotel.
Please note this is small group tour which includes
a local english speaking guide onboard and driver
only transfers to/from the port. National Park fees
and the Boarding Tax can only be paid locally in
Argentinean Pesos (approx. ARS422 per person).

DAY 10: Transfer to the airport for onward
destination
You will be collected from your hotel at the
appropriate time and transferred to the airport for
your onward ﬂight.
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DAY 10: Arrival transfer in Salta
On arrival, please make your way through to the
Arrivals Hall where our representative will be
waiting for you to transfer you to your hotel. This
service includes a driver and local English
speaking guide, who will provide you with any
useful information needed for your stay. He/she
will be holding a sign with your name on it. Should
you not be able to locate them, please refer to the
front of your itinerary for emergency contact
details of our representative oﬃce.
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DAY 10: Salta
Known as ''Salta la Linda'' (Salta the Pretty), Salta
is a provincial capital in the mountainous north
western part of Argentina. Founded in 1582, it is
known for its Spanish colonial architecture and
cobblestone streets as well as its Andean heritage.
The centre of the city is the Plaza 9 de Julio, an
elegant square bordered by the cathedral and El
Cabildo, an 18th century town hall that is now a
historical museum.

LOCATIONS
Argentina

DAY 11: Salta - Cachi - Cafayate
We set out from Salta travelling south to El Carril
and entering the Laurel and Escoipe Gorges. From
here we head up the Cuesta del Obispo, enjoying
stunning views of the Enchanted Valley below
before reaching the Mill Stone. At 3,384 meters,
this is the highest point of the trip. From here we
cross the Los Cardones National Park, named after
the cactus plants that grow here before stopping
at the charming mountain town of Cachi. We
continue along Route 40 to arrive in the sleepy
town of Cafayate where we spend the night.

DAY 12: Cafayate - Salta
We begin this morning with a tour of Cafayate
before boarding the bus for our return journey.
This time we follow Route 68 traversing the
Quebrada de las Conchas (Valley of Shells), where
erosion caused by wind and water has carved
various recognisable shapes out of the bright red
rock.
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DAY 13: Transfer to the airport for onward
destination
You will be collected from your hotel at the
appropriate time for a private transfer to the
airport for your outward ﬂight from Salta.
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DAY 13: Arrival transfer in Iguazu
On arrival, please make your way through to the
Arrivals Hall where our representative will be
waiting for you to transfer you to your hotel.
He/she will be holding a sign with your name on it.
Should you not be able to locate them, please
refer to the front of your itinerary for emergency
contact details of our representative oﬃce.
*Please note the Iguazu Tourist Tax will now be
charged on check out at all Iguazu hotels. The
amount is currently ARS50 (USD3.40) per person
per stay. Please note this tax is subject to change
without prior notice.

15 Days
LOCATIONS
Argentina

DAY 13: Iguazu Falls
The spectacular Iguazu Falls that straddle the
Argentine-Brazil border, are made up of 275
individual waterfalls lining a 2.7km wide
horseshoe-shaped gorge. The Falls are located
where the Iguazu River cascades over the edge of
the Paraná Plateau. The Falls can be viewed from
both the Argentinian and the Brazilian sides, the
Brazilian side oﬀering a broader, panoramic view,
with the Argentinian side oﬀering a series of
catwalks that allow you to experience the Falls
from close range.
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DAY 14: Iguazu Argentinian Falls
Early morning pick up from your hotel for your full
day of exploring the Argentine side of the falls.
This tour always starts early in order to beat the
crowds and get the ﬁrst train to the Devil’s Throat.
There are walkways over the islands which take
you to a balcony over the falls and the most
spectacular view of the entire Devil’s Gorge. You
will then have plenty of time to walk the 800
metres of paths on the upper circuit. These new
suspended walkways are detached from the jungle
surface so as to protect the fauna by preventing
disruption of the natural trails. From this circuit
you have a higher sight of the falls, providing you
with a magniﬁcent panoramic view. It takes
around one hour to cover the upper circuit. The
lower circuit contains 600 metres of walkways,
also detached from the jungle ﬂoor, and has great
views from below and around the falls. Once you
have ﬁnished all the circuits, return to the visitor
centre where your vehicles will be waiting to
transfer you back to your hotel. Please note there
is some degree of diﬃculty as the path includes
many stairs, particularly on the lower circuit.
National Park fee is included. On completion of the
tour, you will be taken to your hotel. Please note
this is small group tour.
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DAY 15: Half Day Iguazu Brazilian Falls
You will be collected from your hotel for your tour
of the Brazilian side of the falls. After arriving at
the visitor centre, we board buses for a tour of the
park. Equipped with panoramic windows, the
buses are designed to maximize your views of the
falls, while the walkways and steps allow you to
get up close to the spray. Views of the Floriana
Falls, the Devil’s Gorge Canyon and the Iguazu
River are spectacular and are guaranteed to
impress. National Park fees included. On
completion of the tour, you will be taken to your
hotel. Please note this is small group tour.

DAY 15: Transfer to the airport for onward
destination
You will be collected from your hotel at the
appropriate time and transferred to the airport for
your onward ﬂight.
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INCLUSIONS & DETAILS

DEPARTURE

Accommodation

Hotels

Inclusions

Accommodation with breakfast
Tours as stated on the itinerary
Airport transfers as stated on the itinerary
Meals as stated on the itinerary
Internal ﬂights

Daily
DURATION
15 Days

Diﬃculty Rating

1 (easy)

LOCATIONS

Single Surcharge

Contact us for pricing

Argentina

Notes

Contact us for more details

Price Dependent upon

Season and availability

SUSTAINABILITY
Chimu Adventures undertakes a number of sustainability measures within its operations
including:
1) Only using local guides and oﬃce staﬀ to both maximise local employment opportunities and
minimise carbon footprints. Local guides also ensure you beneﬁt from the intimate knowledge,
passion and culture of the country you’re visiting.
2) Where possible, using locally owned and operated boutique hotels to maximise the return to
the local community.
3) Chimu’s “Pass it on” programme has provided funding to hundreds of local community
projects in Latin America. Our aim is to empower local communities, helping them to develop
their own infrastructure for the future. Since 2006, we have been working with Kiva (a well-known
Non-Governmental Organisation), providing hundreds of loans to local businesses all over South
America.
4) In our pre tour information we provide a range of tips and advice on how to minimise your
impact on both local environments and communities.
5) Chimu Adventures’ oﬃces also take a number of sustainability measures including carbon
oﬀsets for company vehicles and most staﬀ travel. Chimu Adventure’s internal processes are also
structures to create a paperless oﬃce and to reduce waste. There are also internal programmes
to help staﬀ minimise their carbon footprint such as our staﬀ bike purchase assistance plan which
encourages oﬃce staﬀ to commute to work via bicycle. Currently almost half of our oﬃce based
staﬀ commute to work via bicycle.
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