THE ARCTIC - PONANT: PRISTINE SPITSBERGEN

TRIP CODE
ACPOPRS
DEPARTURE
26/05/2022
DURATION
9 Days
LOCATIONS
Arctic, Spitsbergen

INTRODUCTION
Magical ice floes, breathtaking glaciers and impressive fjords await on this incredible
journey through the west coast of Spitsbergen. On board Le Boreal, you will find the
upmost degree of luxury and elegance as you traverse into the heart of the Svalbard
Archipelago. Departing from Tromso, you will head to Bear Island, a haven for sea birds,
before reaching the impressive fjord system of Hornsund. As you sail into the Arctic Far
North you will embrace the sights of magnificent glaciers, massive icebergs and
incredible bays as you cross incredible destinations including Magdalena Bay, the 14th
of July Glacier and the colorful former mining town of Longyearbyen. This is a truly
remarkable journey to one of the most remarkable gems of the Arctic.

ITINERARY
DAY 1: Embarkation in Tromso
Please note your cruise price includes a flight
from Paris to Tromso on embarkation day. We
highly recommend you arrive in Paris the day
before this flight. Embarkation is scheduled
between 4 and 5pm with departure scheduled for
10pm. In the north of the Arctic circle you’ll
discover Tromsø, a secluded town located in the
county of Troms. Norwegians call it the “Paris of
the north”. You’ll soon see why when you discover
its extensive neoclassical architectural heritage. A
stunning example is the Arctic cathedral, a major
monument whose stylistic purity echoes the
outline of the mountains surrounding the town.
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DAY 2: Lilliehook Glacier
Welcome to Cross Bay’s décor of plutonic rocks
and tundra. Admire the immense expanses of
flowers that cover the mountain slopes, amidst 14
Alpine glaciers plunging majestically into the sea.
In this setting of wild beauty, which endemic
wildlife has chosen to call home, set off to
discover the sublime Lilliehöök Glacier. Located
in the fjord of the same name, it forms a kind of
circle and its front is 7 km wide. As you approach
it, you will fall under the spell of the icebergs
floating around it, like jewels bedecking the
magical waters of the Arctic. Walruses, sea birds,
seals and Svalbard reindeer will perhaps
accompany as you explore these unique places.

DAY 3: Sailing by Bjornoya
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Halfway between Norway and Spitsbergen, you
will sail not far from the coastlines of Bjørnøya,
the southernmost island of Svalbard. From your
ship, observe this isolated piece of land
discovered in 1596 by the Dutch navigator Willem
Barents, then looking for the Northwest Passage.
Following a tough fight between a polar bear and
the members of the expedition, he dubbed the
place Bear Island. Regularly covered by a thick
layer of fog, Bjørnøya shelters a meteorological
station built in 1923, which is still in operation.
Declared a nature reserve in 2002, the island is
above all home to an enormous colony of sea
birds: skuas, guillemots, puffins, Tridactyl gulls,
petrels, gulls and little auks all coexist here.

DAY 4: Hornsund
Nestling between millennial glaciers and carved
mountains, and considered to be “the crown of
Arctic Norway”, Spitsbergen is a place that never
sees the night. Your ship will take you closer to
this fascinating archipelago and, more
particularly, the Hornsund fjord. Considered to be
Svalbard’s southernmost fjord, it is especially
reputed to be its most stunning: at the end of its
vast bay, 8 great glaciers slowly make their way
down to the sea before giving way to the many
icebergs elegantly drifting along its cold and
mysterious waters.
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DAY 5: Gasbergkilen & Recherchefjorden
During your cruise, set off to discover
Recherchefjorden, located to the south of
Bellsund. You will land on a beach that is home to
several cabins dating from the era of the
Northern Exploration Company (NEC). This
company was founded in 1910 by Ernest
Mansfield, a man who hoped to benefit from
mineral exploration. The gold and coal rushes
lasted ten years and came to nothing. These
houses, a boat, some barrels and a winch are the
last remnants of the a bygone era in Spitsbergen.
Not far from there, a plateau of tundra covered in
purple campion awaits you, regularly frequented
by reindeer and Arctic foxes.

DAY 6: Magdalenfjorden & Ytre Norskoya
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Nestling in north western Spitsbergen,
Magdalena Bay is one of Svalbard’s unmissable
sites. In a spectacular landscape of snow-topped
Alpine mountains, deep fjords, beaches and
majestic glaciers, it offers multiple opportunities
for wonderment. We will not be surprised to
observe whales, walruses, seals, common eiders,
terns, polar bears and Arctic foxes there. At first
sight, the small island of Ytre Norskøya seems to
be a sterile and arid land. But once you are
ashore, you will be welcomed by a thick carpet of
golden moss, dotted with pygmy buttercups,
Svalbard poppies and lichen. On the beach are
the remains of the ovens that were used to melt
whale blubber, precious evidence of the history of
the whalers who came and set up in this area as
of the 17th century.

DAY 7: Sailing Ice Floes of Greenland
The north-east of Greenland is renowned for
being home to one of the oldest and thickest
layers of ice on the planet. Aboard your ship, you
will have the unique opportunity of sailing to the
heart of this icy wilderness, many thousands of
years old, and will notably travel along the coast
of the North-East Greenland National Park,
recognised as a biosphere reserve by UNESCO.
From your ship you will also discover Scoresby
Sund, the largest fjord in the world. In this pure
and preserved world, you will see abundant
wildlife in a landscape of tundra and ice, a real
delight for the eyes and for photographers.
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DAY 8: Ny-Alesund, Spitsbergen
During your cruise, discover Ny-Ålesund, a
former mining town that has been transformed
into a scientific base. Founded in 1916, this small
town was the departure point for many Arctic
expeditions, including those of the famous
explorer Roald Amundsen. Don't miss a visit to
the museum and its famous post office,
considered to be the most northerly in the world!
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DAY 9: Disembarkation in Longyearbyen
Disembarkation is scheduled for 7 am. Upon
disembarkation you will be transferred to the
airport for your return flight to Paris.
Longyearbyen is the capital of the Norwegian
Svalbard archipelago, located on Svalbard’s main
island, and is the northernmost territorial capital
on the planet. With winter temperatures dropping
to below 40°C, the landscapes of this mining town
are simply breathtaking. The glaciers, the
mountains stretching as far as the eye can see
and the untouched nature, make you feel like
you’re in completely unexplored territory.

9 Days
LOCATIONS
Arctic, Spitsbergen

INCLUSIONS & DETAILS
Accommodation

Cabin on board ship
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Cabin accommodation on board Le Boreal
All meals whilst on board
All drinks (excluding premium brands)
All scheduled landings/excursions
Guiding and lectures by English speaking expedition
leader and team
All port fees
All landing fees
Expedition jacket provided (yours to keep)
A pair of expedition boots for use during your voyage
Flight from Paris to Tromso on Day 1
Flight from Longyearbyen to Paris on Day 9
Exclusions
Airfare to embarkation city
Visa fees (if applicable)
Travel insurance
Personal expenses
Gratuities for the crew
Pre or post cruise travel expenses
Optional activities, refer to optional activities section for
details

Inclusions

Difficulty Rating

2 (light adventure)

Single Surcharge

Available upon request, contact us for more details.

Notes

This cruise price includes return flights from Paris.
Itinerary is subject to change depending on weather and
ice conditions.

Price Dependent upon

Departure date, season and availability.
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SUSTAINABILITY
Being environmentally accountable is a crucial part of our organisation. Chimu is
currently striving towards using less paper, taking several initiatives to do so and
tracking our progress along the way. Our goal: A paperless organisation. For this reason,
all information given to you will be sent electronically. We encourage those who choose
to travel with us to support our aspirations and actions and ask that you reconsider
printing out documentation. To view these documents, you can download them to your
iPad or portable computer before and during your trip.
Chimu is passionate and dedicated to sustainability measures and understands the
crucial part sustainability plays within the tourism industry.
We use local guides and office staff to both maximise local employment opportunities
and minimise carbon footprint. Local guides also ensure you benefit from the intimate
knowledge, passion and culture of the country you’re visiting. Our guides are all highly
qualified (most with university degrees) or equip with many years of experience and are
paid above the standard wage. Whether it be our knowledgeable local guides, locally
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produced meals or the transport on tour, we do not use imported goods when local
products are available. We aim to minimise our impact on the environment and give as
much back as possible to the communities we work in.
While visiting the many national parks, heritage sites, museums and landmarks our
travellers are encouraged to explore whilst remaining culturally aware and sensitive. We
further encourage you to buy appropriate souvenirs and discourage the buying of
anything wrongfully made or taken from the environment i.e. shells and endangered
species products. Information on how you can be environmentally conscious, and travel
responsibly will be made available in our Travellers Guides and provided during your
travels by guides and staff.
For more information on our sustainability policies, including how we are striving
towards being a paperless organisation, click HERE
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